"The heirloom

that found me

We can spend hours searching for elusive ancestors
or family treasures, but as Michelle Dennis found
out, sometimes we simply need to sit back and let

the past come to us...

ack in 2004, I received

an email out of the blue

from the Aviation Cadet

Museum in Arkansas, USA.
The president of the museum was
contacting me, having purchased a
shotgun for his private collection.
The gun was engraved with a name
and address: ‘S Davis, patent, 4 East
Smithfield, London’. The gun was also
dated 1826. This was very exciting for
me, as Samuel Samson
Davis of 4 Upper
East Smithfield,
London
(1780-1832)
was my
4x great-
grandfather.
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Name and address of patent holder on gun barrel.

Online tip

Michelle’s family heirloom probably
wouldn’t have found its way to her if
she hadn’t put her family history online.
If you put your ancestry in the public
domain, you may reap the rewards later,
but remember not to include details of
living people without their permission.

Samuel Samson Davis was a gunlock
maker at the Tower of London and
lived in the Whitechapel area. I had
already obtained copies of the three
patents of gunlocks that he registered
(Granted English Patent No 4648
in 1822 for a Combined Flint and
Percussion Lock; No 5055 Safety Gun
in 1824 with ] G Lacey; and No 6046

Samuel Samson Davis’ gun.

Two Improved Locks in 1830) while
I was on a visit to London a few years
earlier. I had been able to ascertain
the years that Samuel lived at 4 Upper
East Smithfield, London from the
Sun Fire insurance policies held at
Guildhall Library and from London
street directories.

Samuel Samson Davis and his
wife Betty née Holbrook had nine
children; most were baptised at St
Mary, Whitechapel. Two of their
sons, Joseph Davis (1807-1884, also a
gunlock maker) and Samson Davis
(1818-1860, a doctor and surgeon),
emigrated to Melbourne, Australia
in 1852 with their young families; it is
from Dr Samson Davis that I descend.

Joseph became a gunlock maker on

the goldfields of Castlemaine, Victoria
(before becoming town clerk) and
Samson joined him there as a doctor.
Both brothers wrote and published
books and were quite accomplished in
their professions.

For many years I had been trying to
find an actual gun or gunlock made
by Joseph and Samson’s father, Samuel
Davis, and at last one had found
me. The owner of the gun found my
family history research on the internet
(via my website www.michelledennis.
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Heirloom case study

gun from the USA to my home in e e
Melbourne, Australia, but after a lot of Find GLLt more
customs red tape and a special permit
it was all arranged. Before long I held

the workmanship of my 4x great- ~ (ISBN: 9780714880211).
grandfather in my own hands. ® British Gunmakers: Volume One —
My advice to anyone out there looking = London by Nigel Brown
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you can’t find it, it may still find you. @ g ) 5n40n Post Office directories www.
_ thegenealogist.co.uk and www.
¢ historicaldirectories.org.
. @ Copies of British patents 1617-
. 1852 (old series) are available from
. the Intellectual Property Office
. www.ipo.gov.uk/types/patent/p-
~ about/p-whatis/p-oldnumbers/p-
- oldnumbers-1617.htm. Details of
. patent numbers from 1852 to the
. present day can also be found
by using the links on the left of
~ this web page. Information about
_ the national collection of patents
* held at the British Library can
be found at www.bl.uk/reshelp/

® A Dictionary of London Gunmakers,
1350-1850 by Howard L Blackmore

i
:
£
}
|3

B il

e .
i

The initials S D on the gun.

com.au/genealogy.htm) and made
contact in the hope of finding

out more about the gun. When I
was able to fill him in further, he
generously offered to sell it to me.

“You don'’t know how much it

means to me personally to get this
piece of history back to the family
from which it came,” he said. ‘Doing
all the reunions we do here (at the
Aviation Cadet Museum) we bring
people back together quite often,
but this is the first time we've been
able to reunite a gun!’
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